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This paper scrutinizes roles of beauty capital on subjective well-being. For this purpose,
“beauty capital” is conceptualized as enhancing status attainment, family formation, and
subjective well-being as one form of human capital. The literature has focused on Western
societies, so the paper collected data in Indonesia as a case of Asian societies. A face-to-face
survey was conducted on a representative sample in Java (sample size is 3,197). Dependent
variables consist of the ladder of life, subjective happiness, life satisfaction, and stress, each
on an eleven-point scale. Interviewers evaluated respondents’ physical attractiveness on a five-
point scale. Findings include that (1) better looking people raised long-term well-being, such
as the ladder of life, subjective happiness, and life satisfaction. (2) Beauty had, however, no
effects on short-term well-being, such as stress. Therefore, investment in beauty capital had a
promoting role on long-term rather than short-term well-being in Indonesia. The paper first
unveils positive relationships of physical attractiveness and psychological well-being in an

Asian society.

Keywords: subjective well-being, beauty capital, physical attractiveness
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