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A Report of the Research Trip to Mongolia in 2017:
The Current State of City Development and the Social Welfare Services
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A quarter of a century has already passed since Mongolia was created due to the collapse
of socialism in the former Mongolian People's Republic. Mongolia revived from such social
and political disturbance to a certain point through their economic growth, which included
actively introducing foreign currencies and developing the mining industry. Simultaneously
new kinds of social problems have arisen in Mongolia, such as a widening gap between the
rich and poor and an enormous population concentration in Ulaanbaatar.

We stayed in Ulaanbaatar for two days in 2017 to visit various kinds of institutions which
are related to social welfare and development. They included JICA, administrative agency of
Ulaanbaatar, hospitals and educational institutes. The aim of our visit was to investigate the
current state of poverty in the area by interviewing the people who are engaged in providing
services.

Although time constraints obviously prohibited a full scale study, our investigations
nonetheless taught us some important points regarding the area’s social problems and the
ongoing approaches to them. For example, from the visit to JICA we learned about the social
movement to raise consciousness amongst Mongolians in terms of pension schemes and care
about disable people. Our interviews with administrative officers similarly helped us to
grasp their intended social welfare and city development plans, whilst simultaneously
revealing the limitations of their cash flow and budget. Hospitals and educational institutions
also suffer from financial difficulties and all their departments therefore try to make the most
of volunteer spirit, individual skills and ideas to improve social welfare services as much as

possible.
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