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Comparison in Some Points of SWB between Japan
and Republic of Korea

Yuichi Marumo
Senshu University
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Based on the common questionnaire survey in Japan and Korea, we tried to make a model
to compare cognitive process about some points of SWB by using Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM).

As for life satisfaction, we could apply the same model between Japan and Korea. As a
result of factor analysis, three factors were extracted, that is, (1) Level of mental satisfaction,
(2) Level of happiness and satisfaction over all aspects of life, (3) Standard of living. In
terms of causal relationships, “Standard of living” was the exogenous variable by making
path diagram with SEM. After we constructed models for invariances of measurement
weights, we could compare pass coefficients of structural equation. As a result of a multiple
group SEM analysis, both in Japan and Korea, the exogenous valuable “Standard of living”
influences strongly the latent valuable “Level of happiness and satisfaction over all aspects
of life” than “Level of mental satisfaction”. We inspected critical ratios for differences
between parameters. Improvement of Japanese people’s “Standard of living” influences
strongly improvements of the two latent variables than that of Korean people.

As for cognition of difference expansion, we could apply the same model between Japan
and Korea. As a result of a multiple group SEM analysis, Japanese people’s feeling of
unfairness about economic attribute influences strongly cognition of difference expansion

than that of Korean people.

Keywords: life satisfaction, multiple group SEM analysis, cognition of difference

expansion
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