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The measurement of working memory capacity in Japanese
participants using the Operation Span Test

Akihiro Kobayashi and Matia Okubo

Abstract : The present study investigated an effective measurement of individual differences in working mem-

ory (WM) capacity among Japanese participants. The Operation Span Test (OSPAN), where participants alter-

nate between solving math problems and learning words, is widely used among researchers. In this study, we

employed Japanese college students as participants and conducted two experiments using an automated ver-
sion of the OSPAN. The OSPAN scores reached the ceiling (M =95%) in the present study and were much
higher than those in the previous studies (M =52%), which were carried out in the United States. This result

suggests that the original OSPAN is too easy for Japanese participants and, thus, should be improved to in-

crease the levels of difficulty. On the basis of the present results, we compared various measurements of WM

capacity and discussed practical suggestions for the measurement.
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AT B, TEHROREECLEICE L THL L 2R E &
09 DA WEER T (Working memory) T % (e.g., Bad-
deley, 1986), {EFIEIZDOWT I N F T Baddeley and
Hitch (1974), Baddeley(2000), Cowan(2001), Oberauer
(2002) R ESFSERETIUNIREBEINTEZ, T
LDET VI —EIIERZ REF L TBIT A 1EERLIEA &
BERONTHE L) JT—HLTWw5E, EERLEDE
BIIAICL->TELZEEZHNTE Y (Daneman &
Carpenter, 1980 ; Baddeley, 1992 ; Just & Carpenter,
1992), el REZMET 5 Z LIZABMORE T
Obt 2%{ELH)ZTEHETHLEEZ S5NDS (Cowan,
2005) o
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(Turner & Engle, 1989 : LL'F OSPAN) 7% &% < ®J5 i
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& Kane, 2009), HARIZBIF BEEREMIE TIEEIC
RSPAN W LN TW B (eg., KRIFE - E4, 2008 ;
+ M - 45, 2009), RSPAN (I % HllE L T\ 5 O »
— % WD R (BE - =58, 2000) & EHEICES
FCHEmITHRVT WS, HEAZ WL L L7 T,
OSPAN 72 & RSPAN /L DFRE A W 5170 H 0 (eg.,
Kondo, Morishita, Osaka, Osaka, Fukuyama, & Shiba-
saki, 2004), TNHHAAZNR L L THW L NL7ME
FRLEMERREIC O W TBL L, OB R HE S %
FLHDHIlE, HRIZBUDAHROIEERENEICD
WTARHRRZETHDEEZOND, KT, 2
NETICHRANZG L LTH SRR E R
BIZOWTLE Y BTz, FRIZAENE, HFRICA < HW
BN TWA OSPAN I22WT, ARAICHLTHWS Z
EDORBHEIZOWTHE L 72,

AXNL—=a> - AN - FADBN
(Operation span test)

OSPAN (&, /RSN 72BADIEFHE © L 220753
BESINCHFEZREH L, HEOMARGR T 2RI/ R
HerMET 5 H#ETH A, Turner and Engle (1989) A%
% L 72 OSPAN (X, L — Vi~ M) 7 A CTHIE S
NREEHEORE S EEWHEZ D2 L AL
(Unsworth & Engle, 2005), OSPAN o i 13 {3 2 il £
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OSPAN OF#m & ™A1k

Turner and Engle (1989) (2 381} %5 OSPAN T, &%
BRE D - BEEOMERIRT 5, ZMF I 2 HA
B, RO 247 o 72 R ICHFE AR T 5 2
ERRDONDL, TNEFEITIT, ARE L DITIRR
ENFHFELHET D, CNEMEMEYVEL, HFED
FHEBREIC L > TR EsEHT 5,

OSPAN T EkAT Z & 128G - HEF oM AR S
(eg., 4X2—3=4 7 BEAR)., ZN& 3ERX % HEH
EF, RoEBRHE 2479 o € OBRNUIEE S 7z HEE
oA LEIT B, 2 XEMETIIZORTE 2R ITIT-o 72D
b, AL & HICHIR SN HEEZ R SN IEICFE
T 5%, OSPANTIE2 ~6 XK % 7 v ¥ A BIATAT
W, 2~6UE&ME 17Oy 2 LT3 TR Y iR K
To KEMICBWVTHAETE 7 BEEHOME T OSPAN
BEly, RO BEARIEZE SNV, 72770, K
DIEFHIM IHICIEE T 5 2 Lk bh, Tl Ll
ERHABOESERZRRLCESEZRTILLH S
(e.g., Unsworth, Heitz, Schrock, & Engle, 2005),

OSPAN DOfR EBRER

OSPAN O & LT, EEGIHEEED 2 H Db % 51H
&, RFHERED Db B EATH 2 LT, MEHIEL
TV DDA RSPAN IZHARBISNTH L 2 ENHITFHN
% (Turner & Engle, 1989), 7272 L OSPAN DT &
L "C, RSPAN IZH~UZ 2D FBAIRRE B & OB A
WZ EDHIF SN D, OSPAN FFENMEAIRE & DML
BHWH oo (Unsworth & Engle, 2005), X &F %%
Tk & OB X RSPAN 13 &5 < %\ (Mukunda &
Hall, 1992), Z DFHIZDWT Cowan(2005) i, OSPAN
R ZRETH L7720, FHoEHREZNES S 9
ATREHTHDH, RACBOWTRBESLZWVIEETDH
B L RTW A, OSPAN & RSPAN I3 LEA = %l
ET5H)ZTHRRRETH D), TNENHEL
ZHTENL, fFERBEOMAEIIBIT AM3E T
OSPAN & RSPAN # /Ny 71 = L L THWwA Z &
T, XA EFREOBELZREDIILTLODLH S
(e.g., Beilock & Carr, 2005 ; Beilock & DeCaro, 2007;
McVay & Kane, 2009),

BAAICKY B OSPAN KB

RSPAN (& HAIZB W THRRK - 250 (1994) 2 X A H
FEMASBHE SN B R EILKHWOLNTWBE A, BHAAN

- RARAEHL

xfgrl L 72 OSPAN [Z RSPAN F & HWHNTE LT
(e.g., Kondo etal, 2004), ZOHMHMEICEL THa%
WMED L N TV, %2 T4 Unsworth et al.
(2005) @ OSPAN % iy, HARASIMEIZBIF 5 1E3%
FLIREDWNE & 72
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FEER 1 IZBT BN EAE R E ) IEH £ 721355
IESN 7zl 2 b oAt (K444, Bikd40%) <
otz EBBM~OREX S/, SEiEare
2 — W OFIZHE Y FREE 1T 5 72,

FHE

ZE# 1 Tl Unsworth et al.  (2005) @ BA%E L 72 OSPAN
W, ZOEIL Turnerand Engle (1989) A%BA %S
L7Z0SPAN#3v¥a2—4% ECIiZ5 L9720 D
Ths (Figurel)o PRI 1 AT RS ARE & AR
NS o7z, FRERERELE, W ICERSNLEERD
ERRHIT L, ZORICEREINDL I LFOTIVT 7Ry
FEFLHT D I EANRO O N, Z OFME — RIS & MR
OB O D07z, LHAEDRE, HERETIE, X
FHAEZRTWHES RSNz, COWETIE, F0R
TTERSINLEUTZERINTIAICTY T ATERI L
RO NIz HEHRT 4 — BNy 72 LT, KT
B AHAEXTFHOBE, ThFEToTefIicBly
B EBAED R STz, BHAGEI385% UL L & iR
LI EDKRDOLN, 85%% TlH>TWBEMILT 14— FN
v 7 B ARECELOLEPSER SN,

13UTICB T 2 R HAECORE — O ) K L
¥ (span) X3, 4, 5, 6ED4EMAIHEESN, T
Y LRIATARIT IO, CO4FITE 1 Ty 2
L, EERBNETIEI Oy 2RI T bR
720 ZORE T bN 2B AT TR RET & 722
PEEFL O BAE, 3 % b B OSPAN 5 15 & 72 o 72,
OSPAN fHHIEFHAETE XTI LIC 1 my2h5 260
7oz, EEATICBIT A OSPAN #4150 ERRIZS4AMN TH
2720 FAEZE~OHME & L T, Unsworth et al.
(2005) 127 B\, FHERENSHE RIT AT b L, #E
ATE 3B 2, (1) BHREOAZITH, (2) 5Lk
EHAEDORT), (3) R IV— T O K L AL
mWEAT, Lo T, KERETIE, FHEOIEZHINT
DH AT ) AT 2 15807, FHEIIATHOELFH D A 2 [l
DR LEAESELRITE 3WAT, ICHRETORE -G
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Figure 1 : OSPAN O #4761

Table 1 . OSPAN  EE#E 0 [Lik

FEE:1 (Span 3-6)

FEEE2 (Span5-7)  Unsworth et al. (2005)

*F3 Span £ 55 (%) 96
SD 1.87

95 52
2.12 17.41

O X LA 2 [0 Tah 5 3AT% 3 ATiT o 720

FZBIMBE BT B OSPAN 153 [ O & 434 % Table
1 & Figure 2 IZ/R L7z, Tablel 205, EEBR1IZBIT 5
OSPAN 75 413 Unsworth et al.  (2005) DWF3212 IR
WIEWZ b ho7z (M=9%%, SD=1.87), F7-
Figure 2 75 SMH O BAEA & 2212 EBRIZF > Tw
5 EMD, OSPAN 131U & » THINE OIFERLER
BARTIERBL VW LAVREE NS, 7272 L Miller
(1956) 2BV TRBEFFERENT £ 2 LERS5NTW

A £ 912, OSPAN @ span ${% 7 F TR T Z & TN
FOERBERTIENTELDD LNk, FEE2
T Z ORI OV THE L7z,

¥EX2 :Span 5—-7

EER2 Tl spanBOLRE 7 Lz, FEEILIC
BIFE1#4T%70) DspanFix3, 4, 5, 6 THo
7273, FEER2 D OSPAN iz EBR 1 L T & 25 &9
12, EBR212BIF 5 span$kid5, 6, 7& L7, Th
128 ) FEE2 © OSPAN 5 50 FRRIZSEE 1 & [F U4
L o7z,
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Figure 3 ; FB% 2 12517 5 OSPAN D15 5554

&

FEEE2 2B ASMNEL, EBR1IIZSMLTWARW,
BAERFITE ) IEE 2 3BIE S N8 %2 & 25480
% (Le40%, BMH4A0%) TH o 7z ARFEERTIT span
M5 —7, 8T ES3Ta Y ZETORITTH L HER
WTEBLELFLTHo 7,

HR

FBMEF BT B OSPAN 15 15 03 L 534 % Table
1 & Figure 3 12/R L7z, Tablel 205, FEEE1 & FIAEIZ
FBR2 TH OSPAN B HIIFER ICH o 72 (M=95%,
SD =2.12), F7: Figure 3 25 MEOBAZITER 1 &
FIREICH S 212 EBRICR > TWA 2 e bho iz, 1EE
FEARTIEEE L CTOSPAN Z VA Z L3 LwvwC
EWTRIEENG,

ZE

FEE1, 2L bI12FHD OSPAN B2k 128 <,

T ERIRo 728 ) MR ez, HRADVESERE
ZRTIRIEE LTOSPAN # WA Z L3 L w2 &8
REENDE, TOFMEEIELFERE LT LEDORE
(Stevenson, Lee, & Stigler, 1986) 7"#¥ 2z 5 b, &
[V 72 OSPAN (3 7 X 1) 71 NP HE O it % 2L 12 S A
7% & 72HY (Turner & Engle, 1989 ; Unsworth et al.,
2005), —fEMICEHARNZAGT T A A ANFELD L EF
BOEE 2L ¥ (Stevenson, et al., 1986), FIEIZ &
LEMAEN Z & TRHBEAMISENE LI b L
e HARAMNICH L OSPAN % iV 2 A 35HHEE L D
BT B EOYRDPROLNDLIED ) 6

EHRDER

AHFZECTIRHARICBWTHW S TWw A 1EERLEIE
A L) HIF, OSPAN Z HARAZINE 2 LHW S
Z L DELBEICOWTHRE L7z BIfE, HATIE RSPAN
DA OFBEIZ O W TIBE ROV TOMGEEDSA T4 7%
FFEFCTHDH, HAMITIERSPAN & if A T OSPAN 3 Ji
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CHWHNTW A2, 40147 - 729287 5 H A T OSPAN
WL OICSEEEOESE RO bR EOW R
WRDOOLNEZ & REENT, BHFHTHRAZ G
&L TIEEREMZE £ 17 9 BRIZ1E, RSPAN 2 w2 D
WEYUTHLEEZLNS,

GHEHRNE G & LAEERENE 1T 9 2T,
RSPAN i # R L CWA 2 d i —3 5 2 L 2ikE
ELTHIFEN D, KR¥ERSPAN EHADIEELBEE
ERMLT LD EEZ 5N T/ (Daneman & Car-
penter, 1980), L %> LIRFE RSPAN 23 % fll%E L T\ 5
OPFSESEFLEIE TS (eg, B - =%,
2000 ; Engle, 2002), HAETH#ERmITHV T 5, AR
T RSPAN % FiW72HF42 12 BT, RSPAN % 73 2 il
DEEAEWET S5O (1 - E46, 2009) & L7
bhHiud, NLErkee, Brebkee, EEHEEREL v
ToMEME R BN A RO LA (RIF - E A, 2008,
p.49) L LTwagEd & % % & RSPAN O UL I8
FHIE-oTRLR S,

29 L72RSPAN (2K 7§ 2 RO EIZE > THEL S
MEZCOICBEE 2 55 Did, OSPAN 7 Lifll
ENREVPMETHL2EEEHETIT) T L ThH S,
RSPAN D3 HD A 2 EEGLEREE L AL TOTIE R
¢, Beilock and Carr (2005) TEBmINTW5SE L9
12, OSPAN 2 K3 DFEE Ny 7)) — MO Z &8
TEERERE L L) EREICIIET %9 R THR7ZS 9,
72721, OSPAN % RSPAN & ff& CERES 5 7201214,
AAT o 1o EBORERL S, HARNCHE CEHEREED
WOAE RO LR EOURNPLEZLEZ bNA,

ZDIEHOEELFAERE

HATIIERLEZMET S ) A T, RSPANZ &
OSPAN PIAHZ & v < D O JIERRE A W & dUiisT &
NTwb, T2 Tld OSPAN DAMZIHARANZ I ZIZH W
BN TWBHAIEREIZOWTHMNT 5. B2
RSPAN, OSPAN LA TH T T4 7 ANY T A |
(Counting span test) 254 < AW SN TW A A (Con-
way, Kane, Bunting, Hambrick, Wilhelm, & Engle,
2005), CNETHAANZGRLE L THV LN
B\ FDIONT T A YT AN T A NDERFHIE
R L L CTOFEMEIZ DWW T Conway et al.  (2005)
I NIz,

=429 - AN 7T A (Reading span test)
RSPAN IZ3@/R SN2 L EZFTA R DS LHICHRE &

N-HFELFLH L, TOBAERELYEIERHREAE
HWET S S DTHAS, RSPAN I Daneman and Carpenter
(1980) 12 & o> CTHI%E &1, RSPAN OB ATS il BLIH 3
MO LB WHE%Z/RT (Daneman & Merikle,
1996) Z &5, LEGFICLEREEREOR = 2
ETELDDELTEZLNTE, R - 25 (1994)
2 & o THIZE S M7z HARREM RSPAN (&, [ S 1K e hF
e TR ¥/ — % CiNii 12 & 5 &, 20114F 9 H22
HBUECTISH DR CICHIH &b % &, RSPAN I3 HA
2B BIEERBEMEICB VUL CHVLNT VS,

RSPAN OF#i & &/R1L

Daneman and Carpenter (1980) (231} % RSPAN T
&, EBEPNLOPOXRELZFIRL, ST RRRS
NI-LFEEGADIT O LROHFELLHT LI &0’
ROEND, TOBRERE & IR L/ HiEX AT
Bo TNEMENPEEYEL, FEMREICL > THRAZHE
95,

—f% 12 RSPAN 13 2 L&D bR T 50 2 &M T
B oD EDPNTRHPSTR SN, SMEZZ>D
LOMAEBPTICHAD T DS, ¥—=F7 v MekbX
KOHGE (2 XFEMTIR2MH) 25#d 5. £D%, &
MBEBRIERE L DICy =7y N 2RI NIMEICHET
B PR ENTNEICTE S8 2 B3 HE R 2 B ¢
72OTHY, HESNIIEFRERLOBICER SN
Vo TOFEMER ITRITEL, BT IR L LEEH
WRHH 3FATIT ). 3SEITOI B Y =7y b ETANT
FAETEHT 2T L - - A, RITER 1
R L7z 3 WG AT) o 3LEMDERTE 2GE
F4EMEE, ERT DT LEER LS 3RIT
TOMTV, ¥ =4y METRTHAETE 2R17772 347
% Tl % CTHEY RS, RSPAN #5513 2 3047 DL B3k
TELFMIBTLXDEE %5, 72720 25470 L%
BT ELholfGhTl#TER TE /2L &1, 0.55
7Y RSPAN 350N SN 5 6

R - AEPR (1994) 12 BT B HARFERRK RSPAN T,
XHDY =7y MICT#ELE, THROGIP NI HEE
FLSRT A ENRDOLNDL, TNIFHARFEDOLEIIBW
TIESCRPEF & 2B 2 D% (AL - 25, 1994),
Y=y M EICLRIIBLZ LD HETHL720TH
bo THID Y =7 v & Fldh & ¥ 5% 155 Daneman and
Carpenter (1980) & E 74555, ZDIE DT & 1%
AL DIEEAEIZICO RSPAN 1299 o
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RSPAN DR EMER

RSPAN FHEEDFLFETH L 12 b od,
FEHRARIE O R & EWHE % © 2 (Daneman & Me-
rikle, 1996), F-SFiEHM/ZII TR, SFSF 4
T E b EWHEZ b2 & &t (Mukunda & Hall,
1992), PE¥ERLEOLE 7T %) 2 THHERET
HhHLEZLNTWE (B - =2, 2000),

RSPAN 758 2 4 [HE 5 & L C, RSPAN %9 % {fllE L
TVADOPHE— LR E VI ERDITFONDE (F
T - ATEE - 2EB, 2000) 0 BARRYICIZRSPAN (372 € &
FSERFIRELHCHBALZ L ODR, LD L) Ll
BEEDN SN T VB DD, N5 DLIEE L EE
SLIEDTE D) Db o TW B DR RIEARH L S5% v (F
T TRE - SRR, 2000), FEEE - =% (2000) |13 RSPAN
MAZWEL TVRLEDONIIONT, TRETREINT
WA EEL, THIZ—D20EREHIFTZDE X
952 LIFTELRV(p.407) ] £ik<R729 2 T, RSPAN
LT RRRE & BT R EE, TEREGIERRRE (F 7P EAT
SAHERE) OB AR Z L L 725 O TdH % T hEME
BERELC, SNEE DT A L HIZ, Otsuka, Osaka,
and Osaka (2008) 1% RSPAN jX47 /O % 8) % fMRI (2
Lo THIEL, FEEOY MR, HEEHEZED
TERERIENC 222 % IR ST S 12 < S L AR L7,

Z ML TRSPAN B EEHICO AT HIERRLER =
FMELTWD EEZ LNTELD, BTG
L HPERRRE, TER IR RE O MM A BRI AR & SO L T
WhEWIEZ (B - =5, 2000) %, HHIZ RSPAN
PEERIEERE S22 b SR ME L TV b D Tid %
W bkEZ L (Engle, 2002), & F &F 2N
M7 ENTW5D, RSPAN 2 {EEFL AR ME T 55
BE L THWARIZIZEEICEETLZEROLNS
7259,

YAZ>J - RN - TA B (Listening span test)
FRFER L L, T x5 E ¥ 5 RSPAN O 5 fii 4 [
RBMEE G E LT, RSPANODIERENTH 5 1) A =
7 - AsXv - 7 A b (Listening span test . L T LS-
PAN) 23p%¢ & LT\ % (Daneman & Carpenter, 1980),
Z 713 RSPAN TASRAR FIR/R & U5 3 & IR 5 R
L, XHEFEZIIXLERDY =7 v P hbHGELZFHESE
550D THY, FrALDO)FEILRSPAN LA —THh %,
AF 2B (1994) (2B % HARGER LSPAN T, X
HOFEORE Y =7y M LTwb, ZOHMEIE, Joib
ERBRICHARECTIISCRPEE L 25 2 AL, KD

- RARAEHL

4L DR =7y NETELLHDIZTI BL Wik
SNnd (HE -5, 1994), HAGEM LSPAN 125w
T, BB LHDFEZ I FHAETEIUT I VE T S )
20, AE - 2R (1994) (3HIE 72 B LD HNE
PR AR D SR A BN L T b, 72k (2008) A9
W72 LSPAN Tld, WABE LM ) FETIE 2R, UK
DFERM D ¥ I —ORBLEAITFAT S L) L2 T-
TWwb,

EBWB A/ R (Backward word span test)

HZEE 2 )% 3R (Backward word span test, Carl-
son, Moses, & Breton, 2002)i%, Case, Kurland, and
Goldberg (1982) A BH%E L 7= HZE 23> 7 A b (word span
test) AEEIHLDDTH B, /NIl - T%% (2008) T
FRBAE R E L TEBSIN TV D, HEEHIEZ 3
VIRETIE, FERREIEY -7y MEER ALY, 2InE
BRRENT/Y =7y PEEZIR SN0 LHEDNER T
FETLEIEPROENL, FREIT 2FEEMN LMD T
PREZER T A T EICHEERZEP L, ZIESIEL <
FHETE 2IRRKDHEFBHADWRA N TR E R D, BIR
(X5 RS2 ER L 722 INE DY 6 5haMF &M T & 2
ST, HBANVIREIZS HE D, $72 2385
TARIERIZ o760 /BHIE 1 HER D,

8Ky U ARRE

8K v 7 AiME (Diamond, Prevor, Callender, &
Druin, 1997) EHmBEE %3 RAIE RO REE & EEIC
Db A EEREZNETL72OME IR DOTH
%o /NI - F% (2008) TIXILOMIE (¥ —7"v M3
) ZBIEL MDY —47 v bEFAWTERL TWb,
EBREFEIT 3O LBk ELR LY -7y b (Fi) %4
AL, T2 EICmE IR RITE L, EIN Y —
7y MR (=) PA-TED, #EEINY —
Ty MIZRE LD, MIRT LMDy =7y ME T~
F LI R SN, SINEIHITDA - 725 % E R
752 EARDOND, FREIZEHTIFATITV, N
TG T EEATRED ER N L b 72721 5 [l
TEM T BALHEEZITHIEE 25,

ZYREEEENE
(Multiple object permanence tracking)
2 Wy AR 8 & VE B BRE  (multiple object permanence
tracking) (% Saiki (2003a, b) 2L > TR S N/-HE
BEERRBENET A ODRETH 5 (Figured )o
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Figure 4 | W RIE M8 BHE O #H (Saiki, 2003a % 3
WZAER)

COEIZa -5 AW rb s, R HT
WCRE SN =7y e ZN5WERT 5 BEIRDO T 1
ANT oI PORD, §=7 Y MITA AT 2 ¥ DE
MZEE L 205, - ¥ =7y PEOME &M
Lo TEILSE D, ZME IR S REIZOW»
T, FLDIZRRENY =7y M LRI EN
725 =4y NBEIEL L0 PRITT RIS T A S
EROENL, TOMEIC X - T Saiki (2003a, b)
I A OB ESR = (E Miller (1956) @7 + 2
BEEWARIEFIARL, 1—-2HRETHL L ER
LTwab,

i

Visuo—spatial test

Visuo-spatial test (X1 H - 24 (2009) (2 & » TH%E
SNTHENEELEZNES 2 7200RETHY), +
M- 246 (2009) 2BV I EHMIEERLELHET %
BRI (Wechsler, 1997), EEHIHERE L ME T 5
RSPAN & DNy 7)) = E LTEBINTVD,
DT v 2= T Tbh, FEEIT NS
BT SR 5, FEBEATTIIME LICT v ¥ AICEE S
NI DDONRVOEDTOHET 5, MERTTIEEE
HATEFACMBEICODEBE SN TNEDT, BNEIEFE
BT TODP R L 72N EoO% 7 ) v 7 LT
CTEMPRDON D, FEHAT TR 58T 3 05
LIGEY, 2T L IR 9N E Tirb s,
HEOBRHIIEFITO) bIELHETE L ITRE L

%o
5

HAIZH T OSPAN # W 2 BRI R E OO L 7
EWRD 5N D, F 72 RSPAN 23l & 7R ¢ 5 B % % —
THZEMPRDEND, ZNENOREREITLZ 5 ]
A C0BERMZ L EZ 5ND DI, BEOWE
HEEHDETERT LI ETH b,
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