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Case Study :
Planet, Value Added Network in Grocery and Cosmetic Industry in Japan
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Planet, Value Added Network (VAN) in grocery and cosmetic industry in Japan, was established on the cooperation among manu-
facturers in 1985. Planet exemplifies the development of Electronic Ordering System (EOS), Electronic Data Interchange (EDI), and
Supply Chain Management (SCM) in the industry.

This paper examines the development of Planet’s VAN system by asking four questions: in what circumstances this network was
formed in the late 80s, what was the basic characteristic of this system firsthand, what kind of services it has facilitated and how it has
been widely accepted in the evolution scenario from EOS to next generation EDI.

Keywords : value added network (VAN), electronic ordering system (EOS), electronic data interchange (EDI), supply chain man-
agement (SCM), next generation EDI
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