HHmZEEET 52X X/N—45
—RA Y rTE LR O TDEELARET HIBEAT

1. [FL®HIZ

11 T35<] SLFERGEZ L

B EE, BETD - BN - IRDEFR UL IICEERIHOHENRIFTETHY, 1FLA
EDONZES>THEWIMBTATR/TE LT RS, LL, HEVICHENRITATHDL2H,
BOREEEL 2720 BELBELMIEHL ZEBREATINDIDNE LRV E g
KoHE, BT 22 EIFEVOHNDLRNES S, PLKE IS, £ 2 & PRI E
EOMAAIAIR VB LD LRANTZDIE, HL ZEDRKEZTZ THLTVSAZDZ LT
botm, ELBRICAS T IR/« F—2 % — (Paul Auster, 1947-2024) OHIH O Fim
(BB | (“The Decisive Moment,” 1974; 1979) Z & L C==2—3 — 27 O#UEEHA
F ¥ —/L A« LX==27 (Charles Reznikoff, 1894-1976) IZHI&, [HH OEAS ) D\
NEBE (77 X—) ] LW b ORBEHEREZONMS, FToENLL EObDEE R 5 DD
72RO,

PBE, B e T35 LW TF—~&2 AT LilhoTo, JUNENEN S RFHET %
BT T E 7o MmBA R ONIMNEAEE, FZTEENE > HIEEK TOEHEBFTY)
DT THH AHE EAeo72, A, 30 T D 2009 FIC LB OBEE K THIO Tk Z 15T
MO AZEFEMO THILSINTES T L2, LIS o ] )i T—<&iEL
TWe, LWHDh, FHESOFERBICEWT, HEOS L AMRZR, 1F2EL< DA
DEHBET R ZEEFARETHY, B0 LI 2 eT—HLTWD LI SIZK SN
ENTZNBETHD, BRIV ELANCE VI RKEROYEEDO Y T NRE, = R — T 7
> - 7R— (Edgar Allan Poe, 1809-1849) o %iff #E#d A (“The Man of the Crowd,” 1840)
i & Uiz i/ 77 X=X 27 —~L LicbOD, BHOABARHETELT
EVHZEREIND ZEROPMLIRND BT, I ZFEEMITTHE OFAT BIAD o TR
EEIToTNDHE, AONSEEETIZEND LBV ICHZ 272, TARDITT, BNV
WHBRTOESLE B L) 2 8%, ZOBRMER T I X— AR b D Thin, (B%
5<) FHITRVHDTHIL, HDIWVITHENTHENEEHN THIL, 1EHD7 LV T 5 )
PR CEDETEDL I BT —~ 2T ERITHE L CT& -,



10 RIZ ERES CRE A AR o 7otk 2020 48 4 HITHRL = 0 AT & & b IS HUR ERAT 0
BERFIED Z Lo Tz, BERATOTHPLALZETOBINAGISND L DIk o7
anFMERFLTE LT, TRETOMELRE KL RS> TVWERADTE I E—RUTIRY
o, B AAL Z LIS L, B FCEERE R ACRICIE N Gl o 72, BRI DS H T
EHL T IRV U0k, H v AT & USSR Ao o7 Z L EFEL T, B
ZHL BN VICHE TOAREDH THES LW ITAZEELSEICTELELLTHA S, K
WA THHL LIEBL LT, FREHB LW BENOHEE TOR 2 ZfEATET y & A 28
LB —E, B EWD ZEEROHFAIIEX CHEEI Z &Lz, !

ZOT Y BANTEHENNITHRL 22T —v L LTEWRND, X=X Lo TWAHAER
& LTORGEIE, ERATIE L, FIITH 2 v 1T & £ O%ICHE A D) - 72 & 5 ICHTEL
T2 HIFIZIB T DAL BOWRIE (B 5 WIXTHBEH L 5 > THlE TIERWEA H)IC
BLZENETETHVLELST, HEIZR>TND NI 6D TH D,

12 ‘j)b— J F( J:é/\/\IFﬂﬁa)lﬁljﬁf_%& L\D*E#ﬁ
ZOWRRE, Y=k (Rebecca Solnit) IFEFHIICIRD X 5 Iz~ %,

Walking is about being outside, in public space, and public space is also being abandoned
and eroded in older cities, eclipsed by technologies and services that don’t require leaving
home, and shadowed by fear in many places (and strange places are always more
frightening than known ones, so the less one wanders the city the more alarming it seems,

while the fewer the wanderers the more lonely and dangerous it really becomes). (11)
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Meanwhile, in many new places, public space isn’t even in the design: what was once public
space is designed to accommodate the privacy of automobiles; malls replace main streets;
streets have no sidewalks; buildings are entered through their garages; city halls have no
plazas; and everything has walls, bars, gates. Fear has created a whole style of architecture
and urban design, notably in southern California, where to be a pedestrian is to be under
suspicion in many of the subdivisions and gated “communities.” At the same time, rural
land and the once-inviting peripheries of towns are being swallowed up in car-commuter
subdivisions and otherwise sequestered. In some places it is no longer possible to be out in
public, a crisis both for the private epiphanies of the solitary stroller and for public space’s
democratic functions. It was this fragmentation of lives and landscapes that we were
resisting long ago, in the expansive spaces of the desert that temporarily became as public

as a plaza. (11-12)
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What I am offering is one poetic and cultural narrative, which I would argue is important
for a fuller understanding of how Whitman’s paradigmatic poetic legacy has been
integrated into the tradition of Jewish American poetry, often around the milieu of High
Modernism and Ezra Pound, a sense of exclusion from the majority , non-Jewish culture of

America , and a desire to endorse a more democratic poetics. (3)
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Scared dogs looking backwards with patient eyes;
at windows stooping old women, wrapped in shawls;

old men, wrinkled as knuckles, on the stoops.

A bitch, backbone and ribs showing in the sinuous back

sniffed for food, her swollen udder nearly rubbing along the pavement.

Once a toothless woman opened her door,

chewing a slice of bacon that hung from her mouth like a tongue.

This is where I walked night after night;

This is where I walked away many years. (41)
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Old men and boys search the wet garbage with fingers

and slip pieces in bags.

This fat old man has found the hard end of a bread
and bites it. (29)
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The way he’s done it is by simply being totally accurate to what stimulated the emotion in
him by observing so clearly or by being so present or by not trying to generalize it, but by
trying to recall or reconstitute the sensation by gathering the data that caused the
sensation—the objective external data—he’s been able to reconstitute that sensation in
us. . . . By reconstituting primary sensory data, Reznikoff has been able to transfer the

emotional affective blood-gush into our bodies. (149)
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Several Whitmanesque features stand out in the poem. . . . For Whitman, “walking” is never
a mere physical act but a moral, divine endeavor, as in “Song of Myself”. . . . In Whitman’s
stead, Reznikoff’s walking “night after night” is symbolically his way of doing “good,”
another part of his moral imperative as a Jewish poet. The more realistic the representation,
the more “good” Reznikoff’s poems seek to do. Reznikoff does not shy away from decrepit
images of nature. . ., animals. . . , and people. . . . The poem realizes Whitman’s drive for
inclusiveness but fails to find beauty in the subjects Reznikoff witnesses. Reznikoff’s gaze
on the particular does not lead to the kind of romanticized beauty that Whitman oftentimes
portrays. However, the essential foundation for Reznikoff’s “horrible picture” is the drive to
elicit the “truth” of humanity as accurately as possible, which he does in this case through a
dialogue with Pound’s Modernist tradition, together with Whitman’s “walking” and
“seeing,” on the streets in which Reznikoff, in a poetic, philosophical, and one might say

spiritual way, “walked at night for many years.” (51)
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And it’s a poem [“I Hear America Singing.”] that with simple eloquence spotlights our
diversity and our spirit of rugged individualism—the messy, energized, dynamic sense of
what it is to be an American. . . . And it’s true that we all have songs in our souls that are
only ours. We all have a unique part in the story of America. But that story is bigger than
any one of us. And it endures because we are all heirs to a fundamental truth: that out of

many, are one —this incredible multitude.



TR [T AV IOEBEEZ 25]1] 1%, ¥ FNRHMERS THRA OZEESLHOTIRE S
NIBAEROR—T bbb, TAVAIAET AV AIANZE LHTWDEHET, =31
=l bz, FAFTIv I RER—ICAR Y F T4 FBRETTND CFex BT T
NENDBUTAD T OREWD TND, BAITZHARENENNT AV I OWFED T D
ANEHEO—#HEEDHTND, LHrL, ZOWiEELEZLELOHELIY b REVDE, i
DAKFET D DX, FeaNENLRDL—, ZOLETOLRVERKFL LWEMTH S L) Ik
KR EEEZZITHRNTNE L THD, !

AN TERBEEDNRT T L= EoT, RA Y MO Za TFERN, ZOEETAID
DRFFRELBATEROIRIIBENZIONIERIE-ZV LHEZ D, LALEEL, WED
RBIOFO XL 5EFT AV I OBTHIRFITERN., HDEAI D, bHbAALF U AN=TIZF
DENIEZITETHA A9, FUAR=TREET 20 HRRICIETTICZOT A U I OBITE
Btz TR,

AV THNZT DA—=N—=z =0y b IZBNT, FRAN=TWNHRA v b~ 7 19 it
DT AV I DEERDTAS> TN DIE, HEHESDEEIZDA—/"—~v—F v N ThD,
HOPMEBEZSIEXFTDEIITEL LT (XA VICELENTZTN—Y « A—R—vw—F >
I 112 (“the neon fruit supermarket™®) (2, FFAIFZHRA v b~v o D [SEEDFIZE) 2 RN 5
AA=VHROTAS TN, T TRRIZA A—VIIRESNHHEIND HDIZR>TNDH T
ERTFREINTND

A= R= =ty bR [T —= « Z=R—v—0 v | ThHDHI LR, JENTEWEMED
JEB &> TWDRA v bxr&B 2R ATRLHRD A— =< —F » b TIERWERR
BIED N TN—= e A= R= =0y b IROITEBRIZAE RS TV D 70— 13T (“peach”)

Ln/el, $20EBETHD, 7A=Y PAEE bREMTTONDHETHDL Z L2 HD T
FEEEL L1, Tk 137272 TR THHR TN LWDIZ S HICH DB TRIE S, £
DHNZ&H D “enumerations” &) FLHDE Y, “What Peaches and what penumbras” &\
IFEDHERIL, HHELZY NEEETES 0 L, Lol L2 L IPRREICRL S
el

ZOEIRHLAFISRA A=V 0P E2 D I1E, S HIT 20 AL A 2 X 2 DB
REBL, FHEE WO RADT AV I+ 77 IV = T4 A MET RS DITEZ TRIET %,

EIHARME L THZ L2 ENTNDET AV Iy « 77 IV —D—BTh DB HET
(FFEAE ST 2 70— TlE) BRTHLIT AT R b~ MCEENTHSIENTE
D (I7ARH REFFISNZED, b~ FEWRDNTZRE 2 AT ] “Wives in the avocados,



babies in the tomatoes!”) | ZXPUL— NBEE TENEZEHB I MK LTND LI Th D,
FZAZPFIZRBONT T2 LOIA W= B0 &) (“childless, lonely old grubber”)
EEINDRA v b=, TARFRIZA B NTITEVERARY 2B 6, SHLEWD
DIFIC=Z2OEMERT 5, AEEIENEKRD 0 TR0t (K= Fa v 7&K Lok
&t 2 ] “Who killed the pork chops?”) 22BhaE 223, T IZFICRI L@ OFEE (3 F 0
fEBEE 2 | “What price bananas?”) 2AA Y | BIEZANTIZ [ HITDTZ LORMAN 2 ) (“Are
you my Angel?”) LW\ I 0 RO AR E TR . £DRITKES . FFALRA v bvrk
DEVNTF > ZDOLTEVIFR—D THRON] O THEEAT>Z] ZLTWDLEIICHER
Do TAANETHRT AV A DERHINENDIENTH-TLLTH, 2D 222 %
FUAN=T IR R>TENRRVIZELATND L ST,
ZOFREFIELVWEDRA— =< —F v MIEDORE], ¥ AR—7DEZHE L8, Mz
WL, BHoa<nd, LoLans, FFAL 18] 2R 00, TOERDEE#RLT, £
BEZ T TIZREY T D NETER] THEZEORA v b~ I R2B b UIEICHW T 5,

“Where are we going, Walt Whitman? The doors close in an hour. Which way does your
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What Relief
If my pen hand were snapped by a Broadway truck
—What relief from writing letters to the Nation
disputing tyrants, war gossip, FBI—
My poems’ll gather dust in Kansas libraries,

adolescent farmboys opening book covers with ruddy hands.

2
Lower East Side
That round faced woman, she owns the street with her three big dogs,
screeches at me, waddling with her shopping bag across Avenue B
Grabbing my crotch, “Why don’t you talk to me?”
baring her teeth in a smile, voice loud like a taxi horn,
“Big Jerk -+ you think you're famous?”—reminds me of my mother.

April 29, 1950
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