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Official price system for used books and the used book market under wartime control during World War II:

Understanding from “Reading and Literature” published in Jimbocho at the mercy of magazine consolidation and paper rationing
Senshu University, School of Commerce Tatsuro Watanabe
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We examine that the actual state of tightening control over used bookstores and the used book market during the World War II through
“Reading and Literature”, which was almost the only magazine specialized in the used book industry at the time, published from December
1941 to December 1944 in Jimbocho. The focus of the discussion was on the circumstances surrounding the introduction of the official
price as the maximum selling price, even though old books were basically one-of-a-kind items and were the opposite of the official price,
and its repeated revisions as wartime controls progressed, and its impact. Behind the scenes, the industry was gradually incorporated into
wartime control and the establishment of a system of cooperation with government policy was made through the reorganization of the
used bookstore union from a regular union to a commercial union and then a control union. Therefore, we clarify the actual state of the
used book industry under wartime control by taking the introduction and revision of official prices for used books as the warp, and its im-

pact on the used book market and used bookstores, and the strengthening of industry control and thought and speech control as the weft.
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