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How were the French Revolution and Napoleon treated in History Textbooks in Japan ?

Michitaka Matsumoto

In history education in Japan, the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Era have always been
thought highly of since 1872, when school education began in Japan. Today, I will compare and
examine the narrations in such textbooks as “world history” textbooks in the early Meiji Era,
“western history” textbooks written after the Sino-Japanese War, and “world history”
textbooks written after World War II, so that I may point out problems/issues in the ways of
narrating the history of the French Revolution and Napoleon as well as in the ways of accepting
the descriptions in Japan. Particularly, I would like to examine the meaning of teaching the

French Revolution in history education today in the twenty-first century.
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