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The aim of all human knowledge is not only to understand 'how' but also to understand
'why'. The only way of understanding why a language is structured the way it is, why it
functions the way it does, is through understanding its development and ever-changing
nature. ...It is enough for a motor mechanic to know how a car functions and which
screw to turn to repair it. But to be a planning engineer you have to know why a certain
combination of steel and petrol makes a moving vehicle, how such combinations have
been changed and developed over the decades to improve both mobility and safety,
and what kind of developments are likely to give ever better results. We could also
say that an awareness of the difference between 'how' and 'why' marks the difference
between vocational schools and universities. This does not mean underestimating the
value of vocational schools and car mechanics, but it is obvious that a higher education
institution which fails to grasp this difference is doomed to mediocrity and loss of
excellence (M. Rissanen (and the Team), The Importance of Being Historical).
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