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M Abstract

In general, aquariums are said to have multiple identities, such as “conserva-
tion, ” “education, ” “research,” and “recreation.” Among these, the image strongly
self-identified by many Japanese aquariums and held by many members of the
public was that of a recreational facility. This paper clarifies the competitive
mechanisms through which Japanese aquariums have evolved and grown as rec-
reational facilities.
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