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Looking at the French Revolution from Haiti

Tadao Hama

During the French Revolution, in August of 1791, a slave rebellion took place in St. Domingo, a
French colony since the 17" century. This was the beginning of the Haitian people’s twelve-year
struggle for independence. In 1804, they finally defeated the elite troops sent by Napoleon and
achieved independence. Accordingly, Haiti became the very first black republic in history as well
as the very first independent nation in Latin America. Through re-examination of the French
Revolution in view of Haiti, this paper attempts to clarify important points such as the Haitians’
demand for “reclamation and compensation” and French responsibility for regarding
colonization as its “mission of civilization” as well as the historical meanings of the Declaration
of Human Rights and the issue of continuity or discontinuity between the French Revolution and

the Napoleonic period.
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